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Energy, Broadband Focus of Program Efforts

Planning, Cooperation Determinates of Ohio’s Current and Future Success

Randy Hunt
State Director
Renewable Energy and
Broadband!!! These are
undeniably two strategically
critical issues demanding
action nationally and locally.
| wanted to take this
opportunity to applaud Ohio’s
efforts and address Rural
Development’s continued
commitment to helping
achieve measurable results.
We just celebrated the
award of a $6 million Ohio
Broadband project six months
after co-sponsoring a
statewide Broadband
Conference. We hope to
stimulate similar activity with
the upcoming Renewable
Energy Conference November
20 at OSU’s Fawcett Center.
If you have an interest in
Ohio’s strategic energy policy
| encourage you to make
plans to attend and offer your
input. Success can only be
achieved if we coordinate our
efforts. See you at the
conference.
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Rural Development State Dirtor Randy Hunt gets a facility tour from McClure
Telephone Company’s General Manager Duane Schroeder. McClure received $6.1
million from Rural Development’s Broadband Program and will use the funding to

expand their servicing capacity.

Ohio joined three other
states in sharing $30 million in
funding from USDA Rural
Development’s Broadband
Access and Telecommunications
Program. Ohio’s share of the
funding totaled $6,167,000 and
went to McClure Telephone
Company in Henry County.

“This is Ohio’s second

Broadband award and we’ve been

working towards building some

momentum in this program,” said

State Director Randy Hunt.
“Navigating the program’s
requirements is a detail-oriented
endeavor, but the resulting
service improvements more than
reward the effort.”

USDA Rural Development’s
Telecommunications program
creates public-private
partnerships to finance the
construction of
telecommunications
infrastructure in rural America.
Rural Development makes loans
to finance the improvement,
expansion, construction, or
acquisition of
telecommunications facilities in
rural areas.

The McClure Telephone
Company will use the Broadband
loan to construct a fiber to the
home system throughout their
exchange in Henry County,

See McClure on p. 2

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender”. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 692-0107 (TDD), or (202) 692-0279 (Fax).



McClure cont. from p. 1

providing service to 245 data, 808 voice and 256
video subscribers.

“We're very excited, not only for us but more
for our customers,” said McClure Telephone
Company’s General Manager Duane Schroeder.
“With the approval of this Rural Development
Broadband Loan we will be able to build a Fiber
Optic Network capable of delivering “Triple Play”
(voice, video, and Internet) services to our
customers that are second to none, competitively
priced and available on one bill from one
company. As an independent telephone company,
we pride ourselves on the quality of service we
provide to our customers. The Fiber-to-the-Home
network we will build with these funds will enable

the McClure Telephone Company to continue our
commitment to quality for years to come.”

USDA Rural Development’'s Broadband
Access Loan and Loan Guarantee program
provides loans and loan guarantees for the
construction, improvement, and acquisition of
facilities and equipment for broadband service in
eligible rural communities. Priority is given to
applications that are proposed to serve areas
where no residential broadband service currently
exists.

The program was authorized by the 2002
Farm Bill and 62 loans for more than $1.1 billion
have been made since the program was created.
Communities interested in investigating funding
options for securing Broadband services should
contact their nearest Rural Development office.

RD Rural Utilities Service Administrator Visits Ohio
Andrew Stresses Funding is Culmination of Taxes Returned for Local Use

Jim Anderw, USDA Rural
Development Administrator of
the Rural Utilities Service
visited Ohio October 26 to
participate in two
groundbreaking ceremonies for
state projects totaling
approximately $21 million.

Andrew’s first stop was in
Geneva, Ohio to celebrate the
construction of the new
$770,000 Geneva on the Lake
Safety Service Center. The new
service center will centralize the
fire station, administrative
offices and provide space for
Homeland Security Officers in
one location.

Andrew’s final stop was in
Wellsville, Ohio where he joined
Buckeye Water District Board
Members in recognizing their
work to transform a new $20
million water treatment facility
from a vision into reality. The
new facility will add
approximately 600 new
customers and increase

Community leaders and
local citizens gathered to extend
Andrew and accompanying
Rural Development staff a warm
welcome. Andrew took the

Geneva on the Lake
Andrew addresses community
leaders and residents during

— the groundbreaking ceremony
~ for Geneva’s new Safety

~ | Service Center.

Buckeye Water
- Andrew grabs a shovel

' and joins Buckeye Water
W) District Board Members
as they turn the first load
M of dirt celebrating their
" new water treatment
facility.

in helping shepherd these and
other projects to completion.
During his visit Andrew
emphasized that Rural
Development project funding

represented a natural
reinvestment of local tax dollars.

opportunity to praise the work of
Onhio’s Rural Development staff

Buckeye Water’s servicing
capacity to more than 5,000
customers.



The Ohio Renewable Energy Summit

The OSU Fawcett Center
November 20, 2006 ZA§

Please make plans to attend Ohio’s Renewable Energy Summit ~ 25x25

to be held at the Ohio State University Fawcett Center in .
Columbus. Community leaders and producers who have a

vested interest in the direct impact of the state’s energy policies
should make this a must attend event. Industry leaders in
agriculture, forestry, environmental and experts in renewable
energy initiatives will be present to share viewpoints and offer
inputs that will help shape Ohio’s energy strategies. Rural
Development Under Secretary Tom Dorr will deliver the keynote
luncheon address.

Tom Dorr
To register or gather additional information please contact the Under Secretary
Ohio Corn Growers Association at 704-382-0484 or Bobbi for Rural
Weaver, USDA Rural Development at 614-255-2392. Development
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